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Q. What if we don't have a lot of university teaching experiences, but have done a lot of community-based training, etc.?  How can we make that look more attractive?

A. I would highlight the community-based training in teaching terms, such as meeting objectives, addressing a diverse group of learners, etc.



Q. What is the difference between a degree in education administration and leadership?
A. At many institutions this is one degree. There is a new movement for degrees and certificates for teacher-leaders. These are individuals who desire the expertise gained in a higher degree program, but who wish to remain in the classroom and who do not want to be administrators. They often do professional development for their schools or districts and may work with student teachers or new teacher induction.


Q. How do you determine that something is gossip verses department news/information? Any tips for dealing with department politics?
A. Utilize your mentors for this. You will get a feel for the people and situations in your department. If in doubt, don't repeat it and always err on the side of taking the "high road." Every job has politics and academia is no different. I try to avoid appearing partisan whenever possible. As a new faculty member you want to establish a strong reputation as someone who is hard-working, capable, and trustworthy. Remember, the tenured faculty in your department will be the ones voting on your tenure.

Q. Is a PHD necessary for teaching mathematics at teaching colleges?
A. Normally a Ph.D. is required for teaching any graduate-level courses. Often individuals with a master's degree will teach undergraduate courses, but as with most things, this varies by institution.

